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Tony Cappello, Ph.D. 

Current Position 
Managing Health 
Scientist  

Discipline Areas 
> Epidemiology 
> Disease Control & 

Response 
> Community Health 

Assessment and 
Planning 

> Microbial and 
Environmental  
Assessment 

> Public Health 
Communication 

> Public Health Policy 
& Regulation 

 
Years' Experience 
17 

Joined Cardno 
2020 

Education 
> PhD, Public Health 

Epidemiology, 
Walden University, 
2012 

> BS, Environmental 
Health, Colorado 
State University, 
2004 

Summary of Experience  
Dr. Michael Anthony (Tony) Cappello is a Managing Health Scientist and Epidemiologist 
at Cardno ChemRisk with over 17 years’ experience in a variety of scientific and 
leadership roles. He has provided technical public health, epidemiology, environmental 
health and disease control consultation to federal, state and local health departments, 
municipalities, state and local elected officials, boards and commissions and private 
businesses. Prior to joining Cardno ChemRisk, Dr. Cappello served as the Director of 
Disease Control and Public Health Response and as the State Environmental 
Epidemiologist for the State of Colorado. Prior to that, he was the Executive Director for 
the Northeast Colorado Health Department, and in 2014 was appointed by the Governor 
of Colorado to the State Board of Health, where he served as Board President from 2015 
to 2017. 

As an expert public health epidemiologist, Dr. Cappello has led state and local disease 
control/outbreak responses, conducted community health assessments and created 
public health improvement and response plans and actions. He has also performed 
microbial and environmental health exposure assessments, provided expert public health 
and epidemiological testimony before the Colorado state legislature and implemented 
local and state public health policies and regulations. 

Dr. Cappello has expertise managing multidisciplinary teams in designing, conducting, 
and interpreting epidemiological studies and developing actions and programs in 
response to, and in anticipation of public health concerns and exposures. He is practiced 
in applying epidemiologic principles and using statistical analysis to inform evidence-
based decision making in public health practice and community health assessment, 
including evaluating and implementing improvements in epidemiologic surveillance 
systems and creating sustainable programs to enhance routine data collection and 
review. 

Significant Projects 
Epidemiology and Disease Control 

Lead Epidemiologist for the City of Franklin (New Hampshire) Mayor’s Drug Task Force 
supporting the prevention of substance misuse among youth and adults and 
strengthening the capacity and infrastructure at the community and state level using 
epidemiological analysis, review and community health assessment and planning - 2021-
2022 

Principal Epidemiologist for Inyo County (California) providing epidemiological analysis, 
interpretation, and evaluation of technical, medical, demographic, and statistical data and 
laboratory results, with a focus on conducting analysis of communicable diseases 
(including COVID-19), suicides, drug and alcohol abuse, behavioral morbidity and 
mortality and related health problems – 2021 - 2023 

Created the State of Colorado’s initial disease control and epidemiologic response 
platform for the COVID-19 pandemic. Included the development of epidemiologic 
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response plans, scientific review, incident command structure, and disease control 
investigation and consultation – 2019 

Directed the State of Colorado’s epidemiologic response to the electronic cigarette/vaping 
product use-associated lung Injury (EVALI) outbreak. Included outbreak investigation, 
public health response, community outreach, scientific review and disease control 
consultation - 2019 

Led several healthcare associated infection (HAIs) disease control responses, including a 
high-profile infection control breach at a large Denver Metro Area hospital – 2018 

Led an epidemiologic investigation related to a hantavirus related death with additional 
human exposures. Included case review and investigation, site sampling and infection 
prevention consultation – 2015 

Led an epidemiologic investigation related to tularemia cases with human exposures. 
Including case review and investigation, site sampling and infection prevention 
consultation – 2015 

Led a large multi-county public health and environmental response during the 2013 
Colorado floods. Included water quality sanitary survey, public health sanitation response, 
food safety assessment, tetanus vaccination strategies, and epidemiologic investigations. 
Provided a live-radio interview with 94.5 The Ranch/105.7 KPMX that earned a 
broadcasters excellence award.  

Directed a multi-county epidemiologic and environmental health response to a novel 
terrestrial rabies outbreak in Northeastern Colorado. Included regulation and policy 
development, community outreach, disease control investigations, and public health 
consultation - 2013 

Led a high-profile disease control and environmental health response to an anthrax 
outbreak in cattle with human exposure. Included epidemiologic investigation, post-
exposure prophylaxis response, vector-control strategy development, HAZMAT control, 
and public health communication and consultation. Response garnered state and national 
media attention – 2012 

Led the epidemiologic review and disease control response to several pertussis 
outbreaks among child care centers. Included epidemiologic review, contact tracing, data 
review and disease control consultation – 2010 

Led the epidemiologic investigation and response to a Norovirus outbreak at a long-term 
care facility among residents and staff. Included case investigation, infection prevention 
policy development, isolation procedures and facility re-opening protocols and general 
disease control consultation - 2010 

Led the epidemiologic review and response to a tularemia “die-off” of rabbits and prairie 
dog colonies adjacent to a large event center and residential community. Included site 
sampling, disease control communication and consultation and area closure and re-
opening plan – 2010 

Led the epidemiologic review and response to several plague related “die-offs” of prairie 
dog colonies adjacent to a large open space/recreational area and residential community. 
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Included site sampling, disease control communication and consultation and area closure 
and re-opening plan – 2009, 2010 

Planning Chief - H1N1 influenza pandemic – City & County of Broomfield. Included mass-
vaccination strategy development, health care capacity review, partnership and public 
health resource management, mass-fatality planning and epidemiologic review and 
disease control consultation – 2009 

Assisted in an E. coli 0157:H7 Denver Metro Area outbreak investigation at the National 
Western Stock Show. Included case and control interviews for a large scale case-control 
study – 2009 

Led the epidemiologic investigation of a salmonella outbreak at a local chain restaurant. 
Included disease control consultation, collecting food samples, and developing re-opening 
guidance, sanitation assessment and infection control plans - 2009 

Incident commander and principal environmental health specialist for community 
hazardous material/chemical spills. Including rapid environmental response, sampling, 
and remediation planning according to federal, state, and local land use and water quality 
regulations - 2007 

Planning Chief for the avian influenza pandemic (H5N1) Teton County Public Health. 
Included mass-vaccination strategy development, health care capacity review, mass-
fatality planning, partnership and public health resource management, epidemiologic 
review and disease control consultation - 2005 

Assisted the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in collecting field 
samples and environmental health assessment during a plague investigation with human 
exposure – 2004 

Assisted with public health investigations and data review related to West Nile Virus. 
Included epidemiologic investigation, specimen collection and sampling, and analyzing 
public health data- 2004 

Community Health Assessment & Public Health Improvement Planning 

Have comprehensively identified, systematically reviewed, and synthesized public health 
data and epidemiological literature to identify community health needs and public health 
priorities within state and local health departments. Including community health 
assessment design and implementation, stakeholder engagement, public health 
improvement plan development and strategic outcomes communication. 

Led a public health quality improvement assessment of the Colorado State Laboratory 
aimed at increasing COVID-19 testing availability. Assessment and findings increased the 
State Laboratory’s COVID-19 testing capacity from 140 samples per day to 2,000 
samples per day within three weeks – 2019 

Led a community health risk assessment reviewing potential ethylene oxide exposure in a 
local community. Included risk assessment design, scientific and epidemiologic data 
review and local community and business consultation - 2018   

Led the development of the Northeast Colorado Health Department’s first comprehensive 
community health assessment and public health improvement plan. Including quantitative 
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and qualitative data collection, analysis using a mixed-methods research methodology 
and the Health Equity Model. This process established sustainable evidence-based 
community health assessment and public health improvement planning platform that 
continues through 2023 in the most recent rendition of the local public health 
improvement plan – 2013 -2017 

Served as a member of the Colorado Public Health Improvement Plan Steering 
Committee at the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment. This committee 
provided direction, scope and guidance related to methods and best practices for 
planning, developing and guiding community health assessments and public health 
improvement planning for state and local health departments - 2011 – 2016 

Directed the development of a community health needs assessment related to regional 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and related services. Included quantitative and 
qualitative data review and analysis. Assessment led to the creation of a new and 
innovative public health/sexual health services program “FirstbASE (Be Aware, Safe and 
Educated)” - 2013 

Managed the development of the City & County of Broomfield’s public health 
improvement plan and community health assessment. Included quantitative and 
qualitative data collection, review and analysis using a mixed-methods research 
methodology, and use of NACCHO’s Mobilizing for Action Through Planning and 
Partnerships Model (MAPP) – 2011 

Epidemiological Studies, Research & Data Review 

Have led multidisciplinary teams in designing, conducting, and interpreting 
epidemiological studies and assessments including behavioral health and market 
research, and environmental exposure and microbial assessments. 

Directed the development of a behavioral health and market research analysis evaluating 
use, hesitancy and behavioral health perceptions related to vaccines. Research project 
led to the development of a new statewide vaccine marketing strategy and campaign 
“Spread the Vax Facts” - 2020 

Led the organization and final publication of a high profile community health risk 
assessment modeling study for oil and gas operations in Colorado – 2019 

Led the development and publication of an environmental health risk assessment study 
reviewing radon contaminated drinking water from private wells in a rural mountain 
community – 2013 

Led the development and publication of a bacteriological water quality study of public 
swimming pools in a Denver Metro community. Study lead to the development of a 
routine city and county bacteriological water sampling program - 2011 

Microbial and Environmental Health Assessment 

Have led and conducted microbial and environmental health exposure assessments and 
public health evaluations and responses to microbial foodborne exposures (e.g. 
Staphylococcus aureus, Clostridium perfringens, Campylobacter, Salmonella spp., 
Listeria, Escherichia coli spp., Vibrio spp., Clostridium botulinum, Bacillus spp, Norovirus, 
Shigella spp. Hepatitis A); waterborne diseases (e.g. cryptosporidiosis, giardiasis, 
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legionellosis, leptospirosis, pseudomonas, Naegleria fowleri, cyclosporiasis, Harmful Algal 
Blooms); zoonotic and vectorborne diseases (e.g rabies, hanta virus, plague, tularemia, 
Q-Fever, West Nile Virus, anthrax, Brucellosis, Lyme disease, rocky mountain spotted tick 
fever, Zika Virus, Ebola, dengue, malaria, yellow fever; microbial regulation assessment 
for Total Yeast and Mold (TYMC) on cannabis products (e.g. flower, edibles and audited 
products (e.g inhalers, nasal sprays and suppositories)); and general pharmaceutical 
microbial assessment (e.g. Bacillus licheniformis).   

Public Health Communication 

Have provided epidemiologic and public health subject matter expert interviews and 
written communications. Have developed and conducted state and local press releases, 
media posts and articles, marketing materials, radio interviews, and community 
presentations. Experience translating and applying scientific reports, publications, 
epidemiologic investigations, and public health data into easily understood and usable 
contexts. Have been invited to speak at state-wide public health press conferences with 
Governor Jared Polis and Congress Woman DeGette.  

Public Health Policy and Regulation 

Have provided regulatory epidemiologic and scientific review for food safety, water 
quality, tattoo health and sanitation, vaccine-preventable disease, rabies control and 
prevention, cannabis, and reportable communicable diseases and environmental 
exposures. Expertise also includes providing public health and epidemiologic testimony to 
the Colorado State Legislature, Joint Budget Committee and state/local appointed boards 
and commissions for the development of public health policies and regulations. As 
President of the Colorado State Board of Health, led the promulgation of public health and 
environmental protection rules, approved funding for public health grant programs, and 
appointed members to specific department policy committees. 

Professional Experience  
Managing Health Scientist, Cardno ChemRisk, August 2020 – present 

Specialize in areas of public health epidemiology and disease control response, 
community health assessment and public health improvement planning, human health 
risk assessment, microbial and environmental health assessment, public health policy 
and regulation, and health protection for resort, travel and leisure venues.  

Director, Division of Disease Control and Public Health Response, State of Colorado, 
August 2017 – June 2020 

Provided scientific, strategic and executive leadership for the State Office of 
Communicable Disease Control, Office of Toxicology & Environmental Epidemiology, 
Office of the State Laboratory, and the Office of Emergency Preparedness & Response. 
Included oversight of the state’s infectious disease and epidemiology programs and 
served as the state’s environmental epidemiologist leading the scientific review, analysis 
and response to emergent environmental epidemiology concerns. Provided leadership for 
over 370 public health professionals and budget over $136 Million. 

President, State Board of Health, State of Colorado, March 2014 – August 2017 

Governor appointed and State Senate confirmed member of the State Board of Health. 
Served as President of the Board from 2015 to 2017. The Colorado Board of Health 
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promulgates rules related to Colorado public health and environmental protection, 
approves funding for public health grant programs, and appoints members to specific 
department committees. Board of Health topics include: community health, health 
prevention and promotion, public health disease control, environmental and occupational 
health, radiation management, toxicological review, public health laboratory programs, 
chronic disease, immunization, vital statistics, emergency preparedness and response, 
food safety, health facility licensing, emergency medical services, medical marijuana and 
cannabis research, public health improvement, health equity and environmental justice. 
Served as a research reviewer for the Colorado Medical Marijuana Research Grant 
Program: Senate bill 14-155 (December 2014). 

Executive Director, Northeast Colorado Health Department, Sterling, CO, November 2011 
– August 2017 

NCHD is the largest geographical area health department in Colorado serving over 9,200 
square miles of rural and frontier territory and housing a public health office in each of its 
six counties. Provided scientific, strategic and executive leadership over disease control, 
public health nursing, environmental health, family planning, health promotion and 
education, community health assessment and planning and communication and 
administrative programs. Led several large disease control responses including an 
anthrax outbreak in cattle with human exposure, public health wildfire responses, 
terrestrial rabies outbreak, and compressive public health responses during the 2013 & 
2015 Colorado flooding events. 

Epidemiology, Planning & Preparedness Manager, 2009 – November 2011; 
Environmental Health Specialist & Epidemiologist, 2007-2009, City and County of 
Broomfield, CO 

Served as the Broomfield epidemiologist and a Colorado regional 
epidemiologist/emergency preparedness coordinator. Provided leadership over the vital 
statistics, epidemiology, community health assessment, and emergency preparedness 
and response programs. Provided epidemiology and community health assessment 
subject matter expertise and scientific review related to emerging patterns in acute and 
chronic diseases, injuries, environmental exposures, vector-borne/zoonotic disease, food-
borne illness, vaccine-preventable diseases, radon and other health risks. Performed 
environmental health inspections and provided technical assistance and consultation to 
local businesses to ensure compliance with federal, state, and local health and 
environmental regulations related to air quality emissions, storm water control, consumer 
protection & food safety, pollution prevention/environmental sustainability and hazardous 
materials management. 

Registered Environmental Health Specialist, Teton County Public Health, Jackson, WY 
November 2005 – August 2007 

Registered Environmental Health Specialist providing public health inspection oversight, 
disease control trainings, sanitary surveys, outbreak investigations, and general health 
protection consultation to the resort, tourism, and lodging industry, including local 
restaurants, businesses, guest ranches and ski areas. Conducted environmental health 
complaint investigations and provided consultation regarding indoor air quality, radon, 
vector-borne/animal diseases, air quality, water quality, food safety, recreational water 
quality, and hazardous materials exposure and environmental compliance. Conducted 
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water laboratory sample analysis of private water systems and provided private and 
public water system inspection, consultation, and sanitary survey. 

Environmental Health Specialist Intern, Larimer County Department of Public Health & 
Environment, Fort Collins, CO, 2004 

Performed environmental health inspections and provided technical assistance and 
consultation to local businesses, (including resorts, guest ranches, hotels and restaurants 
in Estes Park, CO) to ensure compliance with federal, state, and local health and 
environmental regulations related to air quality emissions, water quality, food safety and 
hazardous materials management. Performed public health data review and vector borne 
disease surveillance and response activities.  

Health Counselor, Teen and Young Adult Clinic, Salud Family Health Center, Fort Collins, 
CO, 2001-2003 

Provided health & mental health educational and training services to teens and young 
adults and conducted confidential health screening and health interview activities. 
Counseled youth and young adults on options related to pregnancy prevention, HIV and 
STI prevention, mental health support, substance use prevention, and healthy eating and 
active living. Taught health education classes and conducted trainings and assisted with 
medical chart review of clients and performed clinic interview procedures with Registered 
Nurses. 

Certifications and 
Certificates 

> Executive Certificate in Business Administration, University of Notre Dame, 2017 
> Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian (REHS/RS) 

(#90020940) by the National Environmental Health Association (NEHA), Since 2006 
> FEMA Incident command/NIMS ICS100,120, 200, 300, 400, 700 

Professional 
Honors/Awards 

> Presidential Alumni Research Dissemination Award, Walden University, 2014 
> APHA’s 141st Annual Conference recognition as a top research and news worthy 

study, American Public Health Association (APHA), Boston, MA, 2013 
> Best graduate level research and oral presentation award at the 28th Annual 

Epidemiologic Research Exchange, University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical 
Campus, 2011 

Membership and 
Service to 
Professional 
Societies 

> National Environmental Health Association (NEHA), 2006 – Present 
> American Public Health Association (APHA), 2008 – Present 
> Council of State & Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) (2010-2019) 
> Colorado Association of Local Public Health Officials, Member (2011-2017): 

President-Elect (2014), Vice President, (2013) 
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Other Professional 
and Academic 
Activities 

> Advisory Board Member, Master of Public Health Program – Rasmussen University, 
2021 – Present   

> Advisory Council Member, Doctor of Public Health and Master of Public Health 
Programs - Walden University, 2016 – Present  

> Health Equity and Environmental Justice Collaborative, Executive Sponsor, Colorado 
Department of Public Health & Environment, 2018-2020  

> Ethics Review Committee, member, Colorado Department of Public Health & 
Environment, 2019 

> President, Colorado State Board of Health 2015 -2017, Governor appointed member 
2014 to 2017 

> East Morgan County Hospital Foundation, Board Member/Treasurer, 2016-2017 
> Governor’s Expert Emergency Epidemic Response Committee Member, State of 

Colorado, 2015 – 2017 
> Scientific Advisory Committee Research Reviewer – Colorado Medical Marijuana 

Research Grant Program: Senate bill 14-155, Colorado Department of Public Health 
& Environment, 2014 

> Colorado Public Health Improvement Plan Steering Committee Member – CDPHE 
2011 – 2016 

> Rural Solutions Board Member, 2011 – 2016 

Academic 
Appointments/ 
Lectures 

> Senior Contributing & Lead Faculty, Master of Public Health Program (CEPH 
Accredited), Walden University, 2014 – Present 

> Guest Lecturer, Environmental Health Program, Colorado State University, 2017 - 
2018 

> Adjunct Faculty, Master of Public Health Program & Occupational Health and Safety 
Program, Columbia Southern University, 2012 - 2017 

> Adjunct Faculty, College of Health Sciences, Kaplan University, 2011 - 2012 

Publications Peer-Reviewed Publications 

> Cappello, M.A., Ferraro, A., Mendelsohn, A., & Prehn, A.W. (2013). Radon 
contaminated drinking water from private wells: An environmental health assessment 
examining a rural Colorado mountain community's exposure. Journal of 
Environmental Health, 76(4) 18-24. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2011). Assessing bacteriological water contamination in public 
swimming facilities within a Colorado metropolitan community. Journal of 
Environmental Health, 73(7), 19-25. 

White Papers 

> LeClaire, RD, McGill, A., Buerger, AN, Boles, C., Cappello, T., Parker, J. “Promoting 
health equity among part-time and temporary workers of large event venues”. June 
2021 
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> Leleck, O, Ramirez, R, LeClaire, R, Balasubramanian, A, Steigerwald, D, Cappello, T, 
Egnot, N. “COVID-19 Employer Vaccination Programs”. Cardno ChemRisk, April, 
2021 

> Lauer, D., Brewster, B., Best, L., Cappello, T., Boles, C., & Parker, J. “COVID-19 risk 
management considerations for ski resorts and surrounding communities”. Cardno 
ChemRisk, March 2021.   

Professional Blogs and Media Articles 

> Hernandez, A, McGill, A, Ramirez, R, Blakney, A, Cappello, T, and Dent, J. 
“Developing local epidemiology services in the wake of COVID-19”. Cardno 
Chemrisk, blog – September 2021.  

> Dinh, D, Cappello, T, Boles, C. “Buffet Style Dining – How to be resilient against the 
next disease outbreak”. Cardno ChemRisk, Bog – April 2021 

> Dr. Tony Cappello, Northeast Colorado Health Department, “Measles outbreak 
disappointing and preventable”. Ran in 11 news outlets in Northeast Colorado - 2015    

> Dr. Tony Cappello & Rogelio Segura, Northeast Colorado Health Department/ 
Morgan County Department of Human Services, “Colorado Family Planning Initiative: 
successes of providing long-acting reversible contraceptive (LARCs) in significantly 
lowering teen pregnancy and abortions rates in Colorado”. Ran in 11 news outlets in 
Northeast Colorado - 2015    

> Dr. Tony Cappello, Northeast Colorado Health Department, “January is national 
Radon awareness month and it is important to know the facts about this silent killer”. 
Ran in 11 news outlets in Northeastern Colorado – 2015 

> Dr. Tony Cappello, Northeast Colorado Health Department, “Rabies outbreak in 
Northeastern Colorado: importance of vaccinating your pets to protect your family and 
the concerns of having a potential human rabies case”. Ran in 11 news outlets in 
Northeastern Colorado – 2014 

> Dr. Tony Cappello, Northeast Colorado Health Department, “Region prepared for 
Ebola”. Ran in 11 news outlets in Northeastern Colorado - 2014 

Presentations Selected Professional Presentations 

> Cappello, M.A. & Parker J. (2021). Strengthening OEHS Practices with an 
Epidemiological Perspective. American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) - Rocky 
Mountain Section Annual Conference. Virtual.    

> Cappello, M.A. (2018). Public Health and Environmental Epidemiology Response: 
Anthrax Outbreak in Colorado. Colorado State University: College of Environmental 
Health - Guest Lecturer Series. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2017). Rural Public Health: challenges and opportunities in practice 
and health equity. Colorado State University: Colorado School of Public Health’s 
Public Health - Guest Lecture Series. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2017). Rural Public Health: Health Equity Gaps in Practice. Public 
Health in the Rockies Annual Conference. Keystone, CO. 

> Kramer, K. & Cappello, M.A. (2017). Addressing Health Equity Issues in Rural 
Colorado Communities.  Public Health in the Rockies Annual Conference. Keystone, 
CO. 
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> Kramer, K. & Cappello, M.A. (2017). When the Bootstraps Break: Fostering a 
Renewed Sense of Resilience in Rural Communities. Public Health in the Rockies 
Annual Conference. Keystone, CO. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2013). Expert Panelist Presentation: Local health improvement plan 
implementation. Public Health in Rockies Annual Conference. Breckenridge, CO. 

> Cappello, M.A., Ferraro, A., Mendelsohn, A., & Prehn, A.W. (2013). Radon 
contaminated drinking water from private wells: An environmental health assessment 
examining a rural Colorado mountain community's exposure. 141th Annual American 
Public Health Association Conference (APHA). Boston, MA. 

> Bui, A.G., Towle, M. & Cappello, M.A. (2013).  What's Work Got To Do With It? 
Incorporating Occupational Health into your Health Assessment and Improvement 
Planning. Public Health in the Rockies Regional Conference. Breckenridge, CO. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2013). Rabies outbreak in Northeastern Colorado: A local public 
health response. Public Health in Rockies Annual Conference. Breckenridge, CO. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2013). Anthrax Outbreak in Cattle: A Local Public Health 
Epidemiologic Response. 38th Annual Zoonotic Disease Conference. Denver, CO. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2012). Radon contaminated drinking water from private wells: An 
environmental health assessment examining a rural Colorado mountain community's 
exposure. Public Health in the Rockies Regional Conference. Pueblo, CO, 
September. 

> Cappello, M.A. (2011). Assessing Bacteriological contamination in public swimming 
facilities within a Colorado metropolitan community. 28th Annual Epidemiologic 
Research Exchange Regional Conference. University of Colorado's Anschutz Medical 
Campus, Denver, CO. 

 


