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Drew Cheatham, MS 

Current Position 
Senior Associate Health 
Scientist  

Discipline Areas 
> Toxicology 
> Exposure Assessment 
 
Years' Experience 
3 years 
 

Joined Cardno 
2017 
 

Education 
> MS, Toxicology, 

University of Michigan 
School of Public 
Health, 2017 

> BS, Biology, Illinois 
State University, 2014 

Summary of Experience  
Mr. Drew Cheatham is a Senior Associate Health Scientist with Cardno ChemRisk. He 
earned his MS in Toxicology from the University of Michigan School of Public Health in 
2017. He also holds a BS in Biology from Illinois State University. His graduate research 
focused on the epigenetic and redox-related effects of perinatal exposure to phthalates to 
investigate possible mechanisms linking early life exposure to long-term metabolic impacts. 
In his current position, Drew manages and supports litigation projects, performs quantitative 
exposure assessments, evaluates toxicological literature, and contributes to research 
projects. He has researched and assessed the health risks of occupational or consumer 
exposure to a variety of chemicals, including asbestos, formaldehyde, diacetyl, and other 
flavorings.   

Significant Projects 
Litigation Support 

Asbestos 

Managed and supported litigation projects involving potential exposures to asbestos from 
various products, including brakes, clutches, gaskets, and joint compound. Reviewed and 
evaluated scientific literature and case-specific materials to assist in the preparation of 
expert reports and testimony. Oversaw the review and summary of case-specific materials 
related to alleged exposures and health claims. Performed quantitative exposure 
assessments and assessments of health risks from exposures to asbestos-containing 
brakes, clutches, and gaskets in occupational and non-occupational settings.  

Flavorings 

Provided support in cases involving potential exposures to diacetyl, 2,3-pentanedione, 2,3-
hexanedione, and 2,3-heptanedione. Reviewed and evaluated scientific literature and 
case-specific materials to assist in the preparation of expert reports and testimony. 
Performed quantitative exposure assessments of occupational food flavoring exposures.    

Formaldehyde 

Provided support in a litigation project involving potential exposures to formaldehyde. 
Reviewed and evaluated scientific literature and case-specific materials to assist in the 
preparation of expert reports and testimony. 

Toxicology 

Performed systematic reviews of toxicological literature on chemical constituents of 
electronic nicotine delivery systems, flavor ingredients, and industrial chemicals. Reviewed 
and interpreted scientific literature and prepared toxicological profiles for various chemicals 
and flavor ingredients.  
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Previous Research – University of Michigan School of Public Health 

Graduate Student and Researcher 

Assessed epigenetic and redox-related effects as possible mechanistic links to metabolic 
impacts following perinatal exposure to phthalates and phthalate mixtures in mice. 
Analyzed allele-specific and global measures of DNA methylation differences across 
exposure groups. Measured redox potentials in the livers of exposed mice, and optimized 
a 2D gel-electrophoresis method to evaluate exposure-related effects on the oxidation of 
liver proteins. Performed literature reviews, optimization of methods, laboratory analysis, 
data analysis, and completed a master’s thesis. 

Membership to 
Professional Societies 

> Society of Toxicology (SOT), 2018 – Present 

> Midwest Regional Chapter 

Publications Peer-Reviewed Publications 

> Neier, K., D. Cheatham, L.D. Bedrosian, B.E. Gregg, P.X. Song, and D.C. Dolinoy. 
2019. Longitudinal metabolic impacts of perinatal exposure to phthalates and phthalate 
mixtures in mice. Endocrinology, 160(7), 1613-1630. 

> Neier, K., D. Cheatham, L.D. Bedrosian, and D.C. Dolinoy. 2019. Perinatal exposures 
to phthalates and phthalate mixtures result in sex-specific effects on body weight, organ 
weights and intracisternal A-particle (IAP) DNA methylation in weanling mice. Journal 
of developmental origins of health and disease, 10(2), 176-187. 

Presentations Conference Abstracts 

> Beckett, E.M., S.E. Brown, D.R. Cheatham, H.A. Reamer, M.L. Kreider. 2020. Weight-
of-evidence analysis to assess the potential of PFOA to act as an endocrine disruptor 
via eight distinct modes-of-action. Abstract #3503. The Toxicologist: Late-Breaking 
Supplement, Supplement to Toxicological Sciences, 168(1).  

> Beckett, E.M., S.E. Brown, D.R. Cheatham, H.A. Reamer, M.L. Kreider. 2019. Weight-
of-evidence analysis to assess the potential of PFOA to act as steroidogenesis inducer 
and inhibitor. Abstract #3478. Poster presentation at Society of Toxicology Annual 
Meeting. March 11-14, 2019. Baltimore, MD. 

> Beckett, E.M., Cheatham, D.R., Reamer, H.A, Brown, S.E., Kreider, M.L. 2018. Weight-
of-evidence analysis to assess the potential of PFOA to act as an estrogen receptor 
agonist. Abstract #3534. Poster presentation at Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting. 
March 12-15, 2018. San Antonio, TX. 
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Poster Presentations 

> Cheatham, D., Neier, K., Bedrosian, LD., Dolinoy, DC. Perinatal exposure to phthalates 
and phthalate mixtures alters coat color by modifying the fetal epigenome. Abstract 
#1349. Poster presented at 56th Annual Society of Toxicology Meeting and ToxExpo, 
March 13, 2017, Baltimore, MD.  

> Cheatham, D., Neier, K., Bedrosian, LD., Dolinoy, DC. Perinatal exposure to phthalates 
and phthalate mixtures alters coat color by modifying the fetal epigenome. Poster 
presented at Society of Toxicology ToxicoEpigenetics Meeting, November 3, 2016, 
Tysons, VA.  

 


